
Operating Procedures 
The following Operating Procedures are the rules, regulations and guidelines under which Brantford 

Minor Baseball Association operates. These rules, regulations and guidelines are intended for the day-

to-day operation of the Association. 

Amendments to the Operating Procedures shall require a majority of not less than 2/3 (two-thirds) of 

the Board. 

1. Mission of the Association 
1. Letters Patent- The objects for which the corporation is incorporated are: 

      (a) To improve, foster and perpetuate the game of baseball among youth, 

      (b) To carry out competition for association championships, 

      (c) To always emphasize fair play between competitors, umpires, and spectators. 

 

2. The objectives of the Association are: 

      (a) To promote and encourage good citizenship and sportsmanlike behaviour among members of the    

            Association, 

      (b) To establish, maintain, conduct, and promote among the members of the Association and others  

            an active interest in baseball. 

 

3. The Association shall be operated without the purpose of pecuniary gain to any of the Members and 

    any surplus or accretions of the Association shall be used solely for the purposes of the Association.  

    and for the promotion of the objects. 

2. Boundaries 
1. The operations of the Association are to be chiefly carried on in the City of Brantford and in the 

County of Brant.  Operations may from time to time carry on outside of this area at the discretion of the 

board (i.e. using an Ancaster diamond for tournament overflow). 

3. Affiliations 
1. The Association shall be an affiliate of the Inter-County Baseball Association (ICBA) and Baseball  

    Ontario (OBA). 

2. The Association shall operate in cooperation with the Parks and Recreation Department of the City 

    of Brantford as well as with the Parks and Recreation Department of the County of Brant. 

 

 
 

 



4. Representative Teams 

4.1 Playing Divisions 
1. Representative teams will consist of up to eleven (11) series.  

a) 8U    Age 8              b) 9U   Age 9         c) 10U Age 10      d) 11U Age 11 

e) 12U Age 12            f) 13U Age 13       g) 14U Age 14      h) 15U Age 15 

i) 16U Age 16              j) 18U Ages 17 & 18    k) 22U 

2. Age means that if you are any of the ages listed before January 1st of the playing year, you 

cannot play in that series. If your birthday falls on January 1st or after, in the playing year, you 

can play in that series. 

3. Not all series need to field a team in each year.  It will be the goal of the association to have a 

Tier 1 and Tier 2 team at each series, but teams will be fielded as registration allows. 

4. Players in the minor series (8U, 10U, 13U, 14U, 16U) may play in the major series (9U, 11U, 

13U, 15U, 18U), only if no minor team exists. 

5. All representative players must play in their own age group, apart from 7-year-old players 

who have the option to start one year early and play two years of 8U rep if they are successful 

in tryouts. 

4.2 Registration 
1. A player must be registered prior to attending tryouts and if required, have a release from their 

affiliate/local organization per governing bodies, as well as any passthrough releases required by ICBA 

and Baseball Ontario. 

2. A registration form must be filled out for insurance purposes. 

3. Fees will be required to be paid once the player is signed to a team. Fees and payment schedules will 

be established each year by the Board. 

4. A player who registers to play with BMBA will require the registration form be signed by the parent or 

guardian, if under the age of 18.  

5. Refunds will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and will be subject to an administration fee. 

4.3 Teams and Players 
1. All players must be registered with BMBA and be in good standing. 

2. No player shall play Tier 1 or Tier 2 prior to payment of fee, properly signed to the team’s roster and 

proof of birth date has been submitted and accepted (as required). 

3. Team Composition Tier 1 and Tier 2 

- Each team shall have a least one field manager (head coach) and 2 assistant coaches. 

- Each team shall have a minimum of 12 signed and active players. The 18U and 16U series teams shall 

have a minimum of 14 signed and active players. It is actively encouraged, particularly if there is no       

U16 team, that the U18 team have 15 to 16 active players. 

- It is mandatory, that any player wishing to try out for a tier 2 team attend Tier 1 tryouts. This allows 

BMBA to gauge interest in the numbers of players at each series. 

 



 

4. Player Movement 

- Player movements between Tier 1, Tier 2 and Recreational level will be governed by the Baseball 

Ontario deadline. 

-  Any player quitting Tier 1 or Tier 2 may drop back to Recreational level baseball if spots are available. 

Recreational Level Convenor along with Division Convenor will recommend player placement.  

5. Alternate Players 

-  All alternates must play for their regular team before playing in the higher series. 

- Player movements are governed by ICBA and Baseball Ontario rules.  

4.4 Coaches and Managers 
1. Coach and Manger Selection 

- Coaching requests and applications will be sent to the mailing address or the appropriate email address 

for consideration when requested. 

-  Applicants shall be interviewed for the position they applied for by the coaches’ selection    

  Committee. Committee makeup is as per BMBA By-laws. 

-  The selection committee will present a list of appropriate candidates to the Board for review and 

acceptance. 

-  Tier 1 coaches’ applications will be received between August 1st and 15th. Tier 2 coaches will not be 

selected until after the Tier 1 team has been selected. 

 

2. Coaching Qualifications 
 - Tier 1 and Tier 2 coaches shall have the following qualifications: 
      .1 Have a sound background in baseball, 
      .2 Have a sound background in coaching youth sport, 
      .3 Must meet the National Coaching Certification Program’s (NCCP) minimum coaching. 
       requirements for the current year in their respective series as determined by Baseball Ontario.  
  - Complete relevant programs as required by Baseball Ontario, for example compliance with Rowan’s 
          Law regarding concussion management. 
   - Be conversant in all other youth related coaching issues, for example pitch count rules. 
   - Provide a vulnerable youth police check on acceptance of position in their first year of coaching. 
      Provide a BMBA declaration regarding any outstanding offences for the next two years. A standard  
      Check is required three years after the initial vulnerable sector check. Repeat this procedure going  
      forward if individual continues coaching within BMBA in consecutive seasons. If individual stops  
      coaching for any reason in BMBA and returns at a subsequent date the complete procedure is  
      repeated.     

4.5 Team Requirements 
1. Each Tier 1 and Tier 2 team shall submit a season plan to the Director of Rep Baseball after tryouts are 

complete for review and acceptance. After acceptance plan shall be distributed to team players and 

parents or guardians. 

2. All teams shall prepare and submit to the Director of Rep Baseball their team rules. Rules are to be 

distributed to each player and their parents or guardians. 

3. Guidelines for team rules and season plans are in the coaches’ resource manual. 



4.6 Rules 
1. Playing rules for Tier 1 and Tier 2 teams are governed by the Official Rules of Baseball, ICBA, Baseball 

Ontario and Baseball Canada. 

4.7 Tournaments/Exhibitions 
1. All tier 1 and 2 teams must notify the Director of Rep Baseball of all tournament and exhibition play. 

2. All tournament play, and exhibition games shall be with organizations and teams recognized by 

Baseball Ontario. Failure to comply with this requirement shall result in coach’s suspension in keeping 

with Baseball Ontario rules. 

3. Teams must complete the appropriate ICBA tournament form 

4. All trips outside the province of Ontario by all teams must be approved by BMBA, ICBA and Baseball 
Ontario. 
5. BMBA may pay the tournament entry fees for two (2) tournaments plus the host tournament for all 
rep teams during the season. Teams are responsible for tournament entry fees for all other 
tournaments they choose to enter (excluding ICBA and Baseball Ontario championships). BMBA will not 
pay for Elimination Tournaments. 
6. Provincial championship tournaments and/or qualifying tournaments are not included in the above 
two tournaments.  
7. The BMBA will (or may) fund an amount determined annually by the Board, per Tier 1 and/or Tier 2 
team. This money is to be used for tournament fees only. 
8. Parents of rep players will be required to volunteer at each home tournament to hand out/collect 
score sheets as well as set up diamonds and coordinate between coaches of tournament teams and the 
tournament convenor.  BMBA will, at the board’s discretion, implement a performance bond at 
registration if/when it is deemed these volunteer duties are not being performed by teams. 
 

4.8 Scheduling 
1. Rep team schedules, Tier 1, and Tier 2, are provided by the ICBA and will be adhered to by all teams 

participating in this league. 

2. The BMBA scheduler will be responsible for ensuring that all games scheduled by the ICBA, to be 

played in Brantford or Brant County, have their fields secured with the City of Brantford or the County of 

Brant’s Parks & Recreation Department and that no known conflicts exist. 

3. The BMBA scheduler will secure fields for all rescheduled or make-up games that occur during the 

ICBA season. 

4. The BMBA scheduler shall secure fields as requested by individual teams for practices and exhibition 

games. 

5. The umpire scheduler is responsible for scheduling appropriately trained and experienced umpires for 

each series of scheduled ICBA games and/or Baseball Ontario games hosted in Brantford/Brant County. 

6.  Each representative team shall receive one, two-hour, indoor practice between January and April and 

one, two-hour, outdoor practice between May and August in addition to scheduled ICBA games.  Each 

will be subject to facility/field availability.  In August, teams competing in ICBA playoffs or OBA 

playdowns and provincial championships may request an additional outdoor practice each week subject 

to field availability. 

 



4.9 Sponsorships  
1. Representative teams shall secure their own team sponsor in conjunction with the Director of 

Sponsorships and Fundraising.  Sponsors’ fee will be set by the Board each year.  

3. Funds from team sponsor above the noted fee established by BMBA can only be used to lower 

registration fees for the team involved. 

4. Full documentation of sponsor’s fee must be provided to BMBA.  

4.10 Fundraising  
1. Fundraising by individual teams must be approved by the BMBA Board.  

2. Funds must be raised for a specific purpose and communicated to the BMBA Board and ALL funds 

must be used on the team over the course of the year.  

3. Funds raised shall be handled through a team bank account. Details of team’s account, including who 

handles funds, shall be submitted to the Secretary for record.   

4. Any team fundraising must submit a financial statement indicating incoming funds and how funds 

were distributed upon completion to the BMBA Treasurer.  Any coaches who don’t furnish a full 

accounting of all funds raised during the year will be subject to disciplinary action by BMBA. 

5. BMBA will not advertise fundraising efforts on its platforms or help in getting any required permits or 

licenses for fund raising activities with cash or cash equivalent prizes.   

4.11 Discipline/Suspensions 
1. Suspensions to coaches, players and teams in Tier 1 and Tier 2 shall be governed by ICBA and Baseball 

Ontario rules. 

2. Suspensions to BMBA coaches, players and teams may be increased form those administered by the 

ICBA and/or Baseball Ontario as the Board determines based on the severity of actions and the impact 

upon BMBA. 

4.12 Protests 
1. Protests from Tier 1 and Tier 2 games shall be handled as per ICBA and Baseball Ontario rules and 

guidelines.  

2. Costs incurred for each protest by BMBA are the responsibility of the protesting BMBA team. 

3. Costs incurred by BMBA by a protest launched by a team or association outside of BMBA are the 

responsibility of the BMBA team involved. 

4.13 Equipment/Facilities 
1. All game field required equipment is supplied by BMBA; bases, balls, L-screen (where applicable). 

2. Player equipment supplied includes a hat, however players will be responsible to purchase their own 

uniform pieces as needed, except for 8U.  First year 8U players will be provided a full uniform as part of 

their registration costs.  The reason for this is if uniforms can be used over multiple years BMBA will not 

have to add the cost of a new uniform into each season registration fees if players are responsible to 

purchase their own uniform pieces as needed. 

3. Depending on need BMBA may provide one set of catcher’s gear and two bats to each team. 

4. No other purchases for equipment may be made by managers, coaches and /or Board members. 



5. Equipment requirements shall be directed to the appropriate Board member responsible for 

equipment purchase. 

6. Facility requirements shall be directed to the Board member responsible for parks and facilities. 

7. The cost to replace deliberately damaged equipment shall be borne by the player and /or player’s 

parent or guardian. 

8. Teams will use equipment supplied by BMBA (teams will not change uniforms or hats, etc. unless 

approved by the Board). 

9. Equipment lost will be replaced by the offending team. 

10. No equipment shall be loaned to an outside organization without permission of the Director 

responsible for equipment or the Board. 

11. All BMBA purchased equipment remains the property of BMBA and will be returned at the end of 

the season. 

4.14 Newspaper/Radio/Social Media 
1. It is up to the discretion of individual teams whether to submit scores to the local print and radio 

media. If submitted, it is recommended that sponsor’s name be included with any team information. 

2. Any announcements, scores, etc. submitted on social media shall follow BMBA guidelines per this 

document.   

4.15 Awards 
1. Each team shall select one player for the “Most Valuable Player” on their team. 

2. Other awards as decided on annually by the Board (Sr./Jr. Player of the Year, Sr./Jr. Pitcher of the 

Year, Jr./Sr. Umpire of the year, Jamie Corke Lifetime Achievement Umpire Award, Volunteer of the 

Year). 

5. Recreational Teams 

5.1 Playing Divisions 
1. Recreational teams will play in age groups as set out annually by the recreational league committee 

based on numbers at each age group. 

2. Age means that if you are any ages listed before January 1st of the playing year, you cannot play in 

that series. If your birthday falls on January 1st or after, in the playing year, you can play in that series. 

3. All recreational players shall play in their age group. Request to play in another age series are covered 

in 5.3 Teams and Players 

4. A division may not be formed if there are insufficient player numbers to form a reasonable number of 

teams. If this situation presents itself all reasonable measures will be taken to ensure player 

participation in some form will occur in the noted season. 

5.2Registration 
1. A player who registers to play with BMBA will pay the fee and the registration form must be signed by 

the parent or guardian, if under the age of 18. The fee will be established each year by the Board. 

2. Refunds will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and will be subject to an administration fee. 

3. Proof of age is required when initially registering for player’s first season within BMBA. 



4. For any child who cannot provide proof of age, the BMBA Board will accept the word of a responsible 

adult. This applies only to recreational level baseball. 

5.3 Teams and Players 
1. All players must be registered with BMBA and in good standing. 

2. Team Composition 

-Each team shall have a minimum of one (1) coach over the age of 16. A head coach may coach only one 

team at the recreational level unless there is a shortage of head coaches. The Board must approve any 

coach directing multiple teams in different age groupings. 

- The minimum and maximum number of players on each team shall be set by the Recreational Level 

Convenor, the Series Convenor, and the Board and based on current year registration. The minimum 

number of players for an official game will be set based on the final team numbers. 

- BMBA’s philosophy is to have a minimum number of players on each team to allow proper function but 

also allow for more playing opportunities for each participant. Ideally teams will have no more than 12 

players with the possibility to consider teams with maximum number of 10 players.  With this scenario 

teams will require minimum of seven (7) players for game to be official.  

- The number of players required to be present at each game to prevent a forfeit will be established 

before each season start based on team size within the series. 

- The composition of teams shall be formed by the Recreational Level Convenor, the age group 

Convenor with input from the age group’s coaches. Preseason evaluations will be used to establish the 

relative skill levels of each player before forming teams. 

3. Player Movement 

- The last date for signing to play Recreational baseball will be set by the Board. 

- No team can make player changes after the season begins without the approval of the appropriate 

convenor. 

- Any player may play in the next higher series without changing their status based on the following 

Rules. 

           .1 Players must have permission of their coach. 

           .2 No player may play for a team in a higher series when their team is playing. 

           .3 A player from lower series must not play before, or more innings in the field in a game than a  

               regular team player and must bat last after all regular team members. 

           .4 No player from Rally Cap or T-Ball can advance to higher series. No player in Peewee can  

               advance to a combined Bantam/Midget series. 

           .5 A player cannot pitch or catch at the higher series. 

- A player at the Recreational level may make application to play at a higher series. This application must 

be received in writing. Movement up will not be considered for a minor aged player moving up a series. 

Each application will be reviewed, and the player evaluated before approval is granted. 

5.4 Coaches and Managers 
1. Coach Selection 

- The selection of recreation level coaches will be the responsibility of the Coaching Director, Recreation 

level convenor and the division convenor. 



- Names of each selected coach will be submitted to the Board for review and approval and to the 

Secretary. These lists of coaches will be kept on record. 

 

2. Coaching Qualifications 

- Individuals who have all participants wellbeing as a priority. 

- Coaches shall complete Initiation in Sport/Initiation in Baseball (2-part online module) and attend an 

Initiation Clinic through Baseball Canada (NCCP) and Baseball Ontario. 

- Attend any coaching clinics supplied by BMBA. 

- Comply with Baseball Ontario requirements with respect to Rowan’s Law regarding concussion  

      protocols. 

- Provide judicial matters police check in first year of coaching within BMBA. Provide BMBA declarations 

in the 

      subsequent three years if coaching is continuous. Provide police check in 4th year of  

      continuous coaching with declarations in subsequent 3 years. 

3. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their team and its fans. 

4. In the absence of all the team’s coaches at a game a designated adult can oversee the team for the 

game in question. 

5.5 Convenors 
1. Members of a Convenor’s immediate family are discouraged from coaching in the same series. 

2. A Convenor at the recreation level cannot coach in his series (unless approved by the Board). 

5.6 Team Requirements 
1. It is recommended each series create a governing set of team behaviour rules for all teams in their 

appropriate series which specify expected behaviour and consequences for not meeting expectations. 

These rules should be made available to each player and parent or guardian. 

5.7 Rules 
1. Recreation level playing rules are governed by the Official Rules of Baseball, Baseball Ontario and the 

BMBA rules for each series to be determined annually by the recreational league committee. 

2. Playing Field Dimensions for each series are detailed in Schedule I. 

3. Games on weekdays start at 6:00 pm. Weekend games will have various starting times, but no game 

will start after 6:00 pm. U15 and U18 games may be played under lights with subsequent later starting 

times. 

4. If a team does not have the required number of players to play game, then the following options  

exist: 1- Players from opponent’s team, if they have more than minimum required, shall be loaned 

               to team requiring players for this game only. 

          2- Players may be called up from series below where allowed. 

          3- Game is called a forfeit, recorded against team with less than required players and a score of 5-0  

              will be awarded. If both teams don’t have enough players, it will be a double forfeit with no 

              points awarded. 



5. If a team calls up players from series below and then the previously noted absent players are present, 

the called-up players can still play under the following guidelines. They must not play more than team 

regular player; they cannot start game unless team is under the position maximum number for a game 

and they must play at least three innings in a six or seven inning game. 

6. if no coaches or specified adult is available to coach a team the game will be a forfeit. 

7. If at the end of the game, either innings specified or time limit, it will remain tied. No extra innings will 

be played during the regular season. 

8. There will be no designated hitter in any series of recreation level baseball. 

9. Any batting helmet intentionally removed while the player is running the bases shall result in the 

player being called out. Play shall continue until the completion of the play at which time the player is 

called out. 

10. Any intentional contact by a player shall result in an out and an ejection from the game. Players must 

slide to avoid collisions.  This is a judgment call of the umpire. 

11. When there are two outs and a player who is to be the catcher in the following half inning reaches 

base safely while batting or is already on base, he or she shall be substituted with a pitch runner (last 

out in batting order or if this is not possible the farthest away in the batting order) to speed up the 

game. 

5.8 Playoff Rules 
1. Playoffs will be held for the U9 and above series.  

2. The House league convenor and the series convenor will determine the playoff format in conjunction 

with the park and umpire scheduler.  

3. The playoff format must ensure each team plays a minimum of two playoff games. 

4. Inning and time rules for regular season play will apply with the following exceptions. Games tied at 

the end of regulation time should be played to completion wherever possible that day. If game remains 

tied, the game will be suspended, and continuation of the same game scheduled based on park and 

umpire availability. 

5. Home team is decided by season ending standings. 

6. If teams are tied after league play and they have played the same number of games the positioning is 

determined by: 

  .1 Most wins 

  .2 Games between the teams tied. 

  .3 Difference in runs for and against each other (if scoring is accurately reported) 

  .4 Difference in total runs for and against (if scoring is accurately reported) 

  .5 If still tied, a coin toss will determine position in the standings. 

7. If teams tied have not played the same number of games, then the tiebreaker will be the winning 

percentage first then the above list of tiebreakers. 

5.9 Tournaments/Exhibitions 
1. Recreation level teams will participate in the Arnold Anderson Tournament if the Board decides it will 

host tournament. This decision will be made yearly. 

2. No other tournament play is allowed without the approval of the Board. 



3. No exhibition games outside the BMBA will be played without the approval of the Board. 

 

5.10 Scheduling 
1. Series schedules will be completed by the BMBA scheduler and will be completed a minimum of two 

(2) weeks prior to season’s start date. 

2. The BMBA scheduler will be responsible for ensuring that all games scheduled have their fields 

secured with the City of Brantford’s Parks and Recreation Department and that no conflicts are known. 

3. The BMBA scheduler will secure fields for all rescheduled or make-up games that occur over the 

course of the season. This rescheduling of games shall be done in coordination with the series Convenor 

who shall relay information to appropriate teams. Coaches can refuse one rescheduled game per season 

for a valid reason. Valid reason is a lack of players or coaches. 

4. The BMBA scheduler shall schedule and arrange for fields for regularly scheduled team practices. 

5. The umpire scheduler will be responsible for scheduling umpires for all recreation level games. 

5.11 Sponsorships 
1. The Director of Sponsorships and Fundraising shall obtain team or series sponsors within recreational 

baseball. 

2. Any team wishing to have their own sponsor must direct application to sponsor to Director of 

Sponsorships and Fundraising for documentation and receipt of funds. 

3. A sponsor at the recreational level may sponsor all the teams in a series or multiple teams within each 

series. 

5.12 Fundraising 
1. All fundraising at the recreational level shall be completed for the benefit of all recreational level 

teams. 

2. Fundraising shall be initiated and directed by the Director of Sponsorships and Fundraising. 

5.13 Discipline/Suspensions 
1. All the following applies to players, managers, and coaching staffs. 

2. All disciplinary matters shall be handled by the Director of Recreational Baseball and the series 

convenor. Information shall be supplied by the appropriate coach or coaches and the game umpires. 

3. Discipline shall be noted:  

-  Throwing equipment, a one (1) game suspension. 

-  Using profanity in a game- ejection from the game and suspension from the next game. 

-  Game ejection- one (1) game suspension. 

-  Deliberately damaging equipment- One (1) game suspension plus equipment cost. 

4. Each additional incident shall have the suspension increased by one (1) game per incident. 

5. Parents and fans are expected to act in a sportsmanlike manner. Spectators may be ejected by the 

game officials as required. Parks are rented by BMBA and therefore are not public property during 

games.  

6. These noted above disciplinary actions may not be appealed. 



7. All suspensions shall be handled by the Discipline Committee. All matters requiring suspensions noted 

below shall be referred to the Discipline Committee by the Series Convenor. 

 

8. Suspensions shall be noted but not limited to: 

- Repeated discipline suspensions. 

- Use of illegal players (including coach and player) 

- Physical abuse of player, coach, or umpire 

- Verbal abuse of player, coach, or umpire 

- Obscene language above discipline level 

- Deliberate attempt to injure. 

9. All matters requiring suspensions as dealt with by the Discipline Committee may be appealed. Appeals 

must be received within 48 hours of notice of suspension. 

10. The Discipline Committee can decide whether a player, coach or manager may participate in game(s) 

while appeal is being considered. Committee can also decide to not allow player, coach, or manager to 

participate in any team or BMBA activities.  

5.14 Protests 
1. The protest(s) must be received by the Protest Committee Chair or in their absence the series 

convenor within 36 hours of the starting of the game in question. This includes Sundays and holidays 

and all regular season and playoff games. 

2. All protests must be in writing and signed by the team manager or coach involved. 

3. Protests must be made at the time of the play in the game in question. 

4. A $25.00 fee must accompany all protests. If protest is allowed, the fee will be returned, if the protest 

is turned down, the fee will go to the general funds of the BMBA. 

5. All protest decisions are final. 

6. If the protest is upheld, the committee shall prescribe all conditions governing the final disposition of 

the game. 

7. The Protest Committee must arrive at a decision and notify the team manager/coach of the results of 

the protest within 48 hours of receipt of the protest (weekend excluded). 

8. An umpire’s judgment call cannot be protested. 

5.15 Equipment/Facilities 
1. Field and game equipment provided includes balls, bases, bats and catching gear. 

2. Player equipment provided includes jersey and hat. 

3. No equipment purchases may be made by convenors, coaches, or managers. Any equipment 

requirements shall be directed to Director responsible for equipment purchases. 

4. Facility requirements shall be directed to Director responsible for fields and facility. 

5. The cost to replace deliberately damaged equipment shall be borne by the player and/or player’s 

parent or guardian. 

6. Equipment lost will be replaced by the offending team.  

7. No equipment shall be loaned to an outside individual or organization. 

 



8. Player required equipment:  

- Glove 

- Athletic support and cup for males and athletic jill for females 

- Long pants. No shorts allowed. 

- Shoes- Molded rubber shoes including turf shoes or baseball shoes with rubber cleats. No open toed 

shoes are allowed. Metal cleats are allowed in Series U15 and above. If player is found wearing  

 illegal shoes, shoes shall be removed immediately, and proper shoes must be substituted. No other 

 penalty shall apply. 

- Batting helmet with chin strap. Chin strap done up is mandatory for U13 and below. 

- Bats- players may use their own bat providing it meets Baseball Ontario guidelines. Damaged or broken 

bats or a softball or fast-pitch bat shall not be used. 

5.16 Newspaper/Radio/ Social Media 
1. Game scores, if submitted to local print and radio media, shall be submitted series wide by the 

Convenor. All scores shall be submitted to Convenor for mass distribution. 

2. Social media posts shall follow guidelines per this document. 

5.17 Awards 
1. Season end participation awards will be provided for all series. 

2. For each series most valuable player and most sportsmanlike player will be awarded. Each team in 

each series will nominate players for these awards with Convenor and coaches having input as to the 

selection of award winners. 

3. A coach of the year award will be determined form all series. Each coach in each series will nominate 

another coach in their series. Based on nominations and each convenor’s input an overall coach of the 

year will be awarded. 

4. Awards will be allotted to all ball players and coaches (4 maximum) on championship teams. 

5. Awards will be given to playoff champion and finalist in each series. 

5.18 Select Baseball 
1. Each recreation series from 9U and up may form select teams at the discretion of the Board. 

2. These teams will follow rules of Select Baseball Ontario. 

3. The form of these teams will be confirmed by the Board, whether “House League Select” or 

“Dedicated Select”. 

4. Coaches will go through an application procedure like Rep baseball procedures. 

5. Coaches shall have required NCCP certification. 

6. The participation in select tournaments will be at the discretion of the Board. 

7. Cost for uniforms, diamond use, umpires, exhibition games, and tournaments will be borne by the 

individual players and their parents involved. 

8. No select play shall interfere with any recreation level commitments. 



6. Female Baseball 

6.1 Playing Divisions 
1. Female baseball shall consist of the following. 

a) if Female team is registered for play at the representative level the age series shall be as specified 

under Representative Teams Playing Divisions, 

b) if female team is registered for play at the recreational level the age series shall be as specified under 

the Recreational Teams Playing Divisions. 

2. Female players per Baseball Ontario rules  

3. If insufficient numbers for a full female team at any series within the recreational level exists these 

players will be combined with male players for adequate team size to compete. 

4. Female players may play on a male dominated team if they so choose in their appropriate series.6.2 

Registration 

6.2 Registration 
1. Depending on the level each female player is participating in the registration requirements will follow 

either Representative or Recreational level registration requirements.  

6.3 Teams and Players 
1. Female teams are subject to the guidelines and rules of where they are participating, Representative 

or Recreational. 

2. Female players may drop down a series depending on their age as per the relevant Baseball Ontario 

rule when playing in mixed competition. 

6.4 Coaches and Managers 
1. Coach Selection 

- Coach selection for female teams will follow the required processes per Representative and Recreation 

teams based on where team will participate. 

- The Director of Female baseball will be involved in all female team coach selection. 

2. Coaching Qualifications 

- Female team coaches shall be subject to the Representative and Recreational team coaches’ 

requirements. Specific requirements will depend on where female team is participating. 

6.5 Team Requirements 
1. Female teams shall follow the rules and guidelines for the respective level the team participates in, 

either representative or recreational, as per the Team Requirements noted in this document. 

6.6 Rules 
1. Playing rules for female teams shall be governed by their series play within the rep or recreational 

levels as determined by the Director of Female Baseball. 



6.7 Tournaments/Exhibitions 
1. Tournaments and exhibition games are governed by the rules for the respective divisions the female 

team is playing, either rep or recreational. 

6.8 Scheduling 
2. Scheduling of games and practices for female teams shall be as per guidelines for their respective 

level of play, representative or recreational. 

6.9 Sponsorships 
1. Female teams playing at the rep level are subject to requirements of rep teams regarding the 

acquisition of a team sponsor. 

2. Female teams playing at the recreational level are subject to the requirements of recreational teams 

regarding the acquisition of a team sponsor. 

6.10 Fundraising 
1. Female teams playing at the rep level are subject to guidelines and rules covering fundraising at the 

rep level. 

2. Female teams at the recreational level can fundraise based on rep level rules if and only if all 

fundraising benefits all female teams at the recreational level. 

6.11 Discipline/Suspensions 
1. Team or player discipline and suspensions shall be as per respective level team or player is 

participating in, representative or recreational. 

6.12 Protests  
1. Protests rules are as per the level and series the female team is participating in as outlined under 

representative or recreational procedures. 

6.13 Equipment/Facilities 
1. Female players and teams are subject to the guidelines and rules covering equipment and facilities as 

per their respective levels, representative or recreational. 

2. Items purchase specifically for female players and teams is the property of BMBA and will be returned 

at the end of the season. 

6.14 Newspaper/Radio/Social Media 
1. Guidelines for representative and recreation level teams playing as female teams will follow the 

appropriate guidelines. 

2. Mass announcements regarding female baseball shall be made by the Director of Female Baseball. 

3. Social media posts shall follow BMBA guidelines as per this document. 

6.15 Awards 
1. Team and player awards will follow guidelines for representative and recreation levels teams and 

players based on which level and series players and team participate in. 



7. Umpires 
1. All umpires shall be fully conversant with the current “Rules of Baseball” and Baseball Ontario rules. 

All games shall be conducted in accordance therewith except as noted in Recreation level series rules 

noted in this document. 

2. All umpires shall be properly attired according to the umpire-in-chief. Umpires at the rep level are 

required to be in matching and proper baseball Ontario attire. Umpires at the recreational level shall be 

dressed as per rep level or with the provided BMBA umpire shirt and gray pants and shoes.  

3. The umpire may expel any player, coach, manager, or parent/fan and, if necessary, call the game off if 
the conduct of any coach, manager, player, or parent/fan is such that is detrimental to the Association 
as a whole.   
4. Two umpires will be provided for all games, both representative and recreation level, unless noted 
otherwise. 
5. No umpires will be provided for tee ball, coach pitch and speed ball. Umpires are not required in 
these series. 
6. Three umpires will be provided for the following: 
- Tier 1 U18 games, regular season, and playoffs.  
7. ICBA rules apply in rep baseball if less than 2 umpires are available for a game. 
8. Games shall be played in recreation level if less than the required numbers of umpires appear at a 
game. This situation cannot be protested. Coaches shall agree on the course of action with the umpire(s) 
present. 
 

8. Scheduling/Honorariums 
1. The Umpire -in-Chief shall provide a list of eligible umpires and contact information to the BMBA 

Board at the start of the baseball season. This list will be used in cases where a replacement umpire may 

be needed. 

2 A list of umpires scheduled for the upcoming week will be provided to the Director of Representative 

Baseball and recreation level series convenors prior to the start of the new baseball week. A baseball 

week runs Monday to Sunday. 

3. The park and umpire schedulers are responsible for these duties for all host BMBA tournaments, 

required ICBA playoffs and tournaments and Baseball Ontario play downs and provincial championships. 

4. The umpire scheduler will receive an honorarium set annually by the Board for scheduling umpires for 

all games. This honorarium will be paid after all leagues have completed play for the current season. 

5. The game scheduler will receive an honorarium set annually by the Board for scheduling all games in 

Brantford for the representative and recreational teams. This honorarium will be paid after all series 

have completed play for the season. 

6. The Tournament Convenor will receive an honorarium set annually by the Board for coordinating and 

scheduling all BMBA run tournaments which include ICBA playoffs and Baseball Ontario championships. 

This amount will be paid in two installments over the course of the season. 

7. Honorarium rates will only be reviewed once per year, and it must be prior to the start of the current 
baseball season. 
 



9. Concussion Protocols 
1. Players, coaches, managers, and parents/guardians for players under the age of 18 must review and 

sign waiver as per Baseball Ontario guidelines regarding Rowan’s Law. 

2. The Association will instruct and gather a list of all Designated Individuals for individual teams at all 

levels as per Baseball Ontario guidelines with respect to Rowan’s Law. 

3. If and where a concussion or other injury requiring medical attention has been diagnosed a doctor’s 

note will be required for the player to return to baseball activities. 

4. BMBA will ensure compliance with all ICBA, Baseball Ontario and Baseball Canada guidelines where it 

involves concussions and injuries.    

 

10. Online/Social Media Guidelines 
 1. BMBA will maintain regular activity on all social media platforms it maintains.  Social media will be 

used in conjunction with BMBA’s website to communicate to members and potential members about 

things like, tryouts, programs/clinics, tournament results, rainouts etc. 

 2. All social media activities must adhere to BMBA code of conduct and negative comments or 

messages will not be tolerated. 

 3. Emails, website and social media passwords of board members are required to be changed a 

minimum of once every 3-months. 

 4. BMBA will not advertise team fund raising efforts however the Association will advertise its sponsor 

logos on its website and social media platforms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule I Playing Field Dimensions 
 

Series                         Home Plate to First                      Home Plate to                   Home Plate to 

                                        Or Third Base                            Pitcher’s Plate                    Second Base 

 

5&6U                                    40’                                                 NA                                      56’ 7” 

  

7U                                 50’                                                 44’                                      70’ 8” 

 

U9                                          65’                                                 44’                                      91’ 11” 

 

U11                                        65’                                                 44’                                      91’ 11” 

 

U13                                        75’                                                 50’                                     106’ 1” 

 

U15, U18                              90’                                                60’ 6”                                  127’ 3” 

 

Note: All dimensions are measured from the back of home plate, with first and third base being fully 

within the dimensions stated, and second base being centred on the specific dimensions. 


